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NEXT MEETINGS 
 

The next Meeting will be held at Congress House, Great Russell Street, London, WC1 
on Saturday 18th October 2014 at 2 p.m. when the issues of Muzzaffer ed-Din - 
Feb 1902-1906 will be displayed and discussed. 
 
The following meeting will be– 

6 December 2014 : Reza Khan Pahlavi - 1931-32 Definitives  
(Part 5J, SG 703-715, Far. 642-652) 
 

IRAN PHILATELIC STUDY CIRCLE 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 31 May 2014 at 2pm at Congress House, 
23/28 Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS. 
 

Mr N R N Gooch was in the chair and Messrs D Davies, R Jack and J Stone were in 
attendance. 
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Apologies were received from Messrs B Lucas and D Tanner. 
 

As a novelty Jeremy Stone showed a postcard mailed from Haarlem, Holland via 
Askabad to Meched and then returned to Haarlem.  A discussion ensued regarding the 
routing.  David Davies showed Ahmed Shah items obliterated by thumbprints.  
 

As a new acquisition the chairman showed a locally registered second weight step 
cover dated 21 September 1943 addressed to the Headquarters, United States Army 
PGSC correctly franked one rial and 30 dinars.  
 

The minutes of the meetings held on 8 February and 5 April 2014 had been previously 
published in the journal.  They were taken as read and approved by the meeting. 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

The editor of the bulletin raised the matter of the current postage costs of distributing 
the publication.  Following the revision of rates by Royal Mail, although in the UK 
the bulletin is classed as a large letter, as far as Europe and beyond is concerned it is 
now a small parcel. 
 

Jeremy Stone raised the matter of enhancing the profile of the study circle to attract 
new members.  The chairman indicated that he would send a synopsis of the meeting 
to the editor of ABPS News. 
 

The chairman asked Jeremy Stone to lead a display of the surcharged and overprinted 
issues of Muzaffer-ed-Din from 1897 to 1902.  From their collections all other 
members contributed further stamps and covers. 
 

The chairman closed the meeting at about 4pm and thanked the members for their 
attendance.  He indicated that the next meeting would be held on 18 October 2014 to 
consider further issues of Muzaffer-ed-Din from 1902 to 1906.  
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Iran Post New Issues 
The Iranian Post Office has supplied details of the stamps issued between March 2013 
and September 2014 which are included in their latest Annual Album. 
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A New Approach to Identifying Persia's Second Issues by Non-destructive Analysis 
(Part 2)–Observations by Mr Mehrdad Sadri 
 
I have just received IPSC bulletin #193, and pleasantly surprised with a very 
interesting article regarding a new approach to identify the second Iranian Lion 
stamps. I wish to convey my appreciation to Mr. Rudolf Lerch. However, as I looked 
through the article and viewing the images,  I have noticed several points that it is 
necessary for me to share them with you and Mr. Lerch. 
   Although the images of the bulletin were not clear, however I did my best to scan 
the images that must be paid attention to, as they would cause confusion for the 
collectors in the future. Following are my notes pertinent to the images attached. 

• Figure 2-22, which is assumed to be a PROOF in this article, it is merely a 
forgery and NOT a PROOF and it is classified in my new book as type-9 
forgeries with Persiphila #F9-1. 

• Conversely, figure 2-25 is the image of a genuine c.1875 Two Shahis Cobalt 
Blue (Persiphila #6) and not a Forgery according to this article. 

• The Four Shahis red figure 2-31 is also a forgery (Persiphila type -9 # F9-3) 
and must be noted as such. 

• The Eight Shahis (figures 2-16, 2-17, & 2-33), which are supposedly on thin 
paper according to this article (although Figures 2-16 & 2-17 are the images of 
the same stamp), are indeed nothing more than crude forgeries (Persiphila 
type-9 #F9-4A), which are printed on meshed paper with varying thickness 
between 0.08-0.11mm. 

  
I hope corrections to be made and I would be happy to answer any question in this 
regard. 
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Correspondence from Col. Napier regarding the Meched provisional issue by Mr 
Mehdi Esmaili 
Mr Esmaili has provided copies of the following original letter which shows the 
prevalence of forgeries of this issue in 1917.  
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NEW PUBLICATION 
Mr Mehrdad Sadri has announced a new digital edition of his Persiphila Philatelic 
Reference of the Lion Issues of Iran. This book consists of two chapters with Chapter 
1 covering the original issues including an in depth look at the varieties and errors 
with Chapter 2 being a new look at the forgeries of the Lion stamps and new 
classification of the forgeries with enlarged photos and detailed descriptions. The 
book is written in English and Farsi (Persian). 
The price of the printed copy is $200. plus postage, while the digital copy is only $75 
and can be downloaded immediately. A Farsi (Persian) digital edition will be ready 
shortly. 
  

Digital copies may be ordered from– 
www.Persiphila.com 

Printed copies may be ordered from– 
Mehrdad Sadri, Persiphila, PO Box 1589, Glendora, CA 91740-1589, USA. 
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Editor’s contact details: robajack@aol.com 
Robert Jack 
97 Burton Stone Lane 
York YO30 6BZ 
United Kingdom 
 

Deadline for submission of articles: 1st of October, January, March, August 



Heinrich Koehler Auktionshaus GmbH & Co. KG

Wilhelmstr. 48  ·  65183 Wiesbaden  ·  Germany
Phone  +49 - (0)611 - 3 93 81 ·  Fax  +49 - (0)611 - 3 93 84

www.heinrich-koehler.de  ·  info@heinrich-koehler.de

Heinrich Köhler – Competence, Tradition, Quality.
German and International Philately since 1913

358th  HEINRICH KÖHLER AUCTION
24 - 27 SEPTEMBER 2014

The Tony Zonneveld Collection  ∙  PERSIA

Order Auction Catalogue now !
Online Catalogue available on www.heinrich-koehler.de

Online Live Bidding - Registration on www.heinrich-koehler.de 

We are proud to announce that Heinrich Koehler will be offering the Persia collection of Anton (Tony) Zonneveld during 
the upcoming international Heinrich Köhler auctions. Tony Zonneveld devoted the past decades on the issues after the 
Lion issue and has written numerous articles on several aspects of Persia.  Especially the covers and postal history of this 

fascinating collecting � eld inspired Tony Zonneveld. 

The � rst part to be offered in the Meched, approx. 1860
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